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Designating authority application form 
Version 1
The Planning Act 2026[footnoteRef:1] enables entities to seek designating authority by applying to the Minister. This application form is for entities seeking designating authority to demonstrate how they meet the statutory considerations under the Planning Act 2026.  [1:  Part 2 Schedule 5] 


Instructions
You must use this form to apply for designating authority and complete all relevant fields. You are encouraged to provide additional supporting information in appendices. However, the relevant matters should be summarised and analysed with respect to the statutory considerations in the form itself. Please email your completed application to StatutoryNotifications@mcert.govt.nz.

Please provide a suitable level of detail in your application to support the Minister’s relevant statutory considerations. If required information or relevant supporting material is not provided, further clarification, information, or assessment may be requested where needed.

Include attachment or appendix numbers in the relevant fields and list the attachments in section 13 of this form.
1. Agent information (for service)
	Agent
	

	Contact person and position
	

	Email
	

	Phone
	


2. Entity applying to become a designating authority (the Operator) information 
	Entity full legal name
	

	Contact person and position (if different from above)
	

	Email
	

	Phone
	


3. Approval sought
Please indicate below if your entity seeks designating authority for one of the following:
	☐
	Core infrastructure operator (Sections 6 and 11 of this form do not apply)

	☐
	Other infrastructure operator (Section 5 of this form does not apply)


4. Dual application under RMA
	☐
	I am also seeking requiring authority status under the Resource Management Act 1991 and submitting a Form 17 for my requiring authority application. 


5. Details about a core infrastructure project or operation

5.1 Describe why the entity is a core infrastructure operator.
Please consider clause 9 Schedule 5 definitions in your answer and specify which subclause(s) you are applying under.
	










5.2 Are you seeking designating authority for a particular project or a particular core infrastructure operation? 
Please select one.
	☐
	Particular project

	☐
	Operation



5.3 Describe the particular project or core infrastructure operation.
Please include information on the intended: service(s) provided, activities involved, current and/or reasonably foreseeable anticipated development, users or beneficiaries, geographic extent, and expected duration.
	










5.4 How does the project or operation fit the definition of a core infrastructure operation?
Please consider clause 9 Schedule 5 definitions in your answer.
	

















6. Details about an other infrastructure project

6.1 Describe the particular project for which designating authority is sought.
Please include information on the intended: service(s) provided, activities involved, anticipated development, users or beneficiaries, geographic extent, and expected duration.
	











6.2 Describe how the project fits the definition of other infrastructure.
Please consider clause 11(10) Schedule 5 definitions in your answer and specify whether the project is an existing project or a proposed project.
	










7. Appropriateness for the purposes of carrying out the project (or operation if applying as a core infrastructure operator)

7.1 Describe how approval of the application is appropriate for carrying out the project (or operation if applying as a core infrastructure operator). It can be useful to discuss here:
· the scale, significance and public benefits of the project or operation
· why designating authority is necessary
· what the consequences would be if the application is declined
· why the applying entity is the operator that needs to hold designating authority
· the operator’s history of compliance with relevant regulations
· whether the operator is currently operating the project or operation or is proposing to do so
Please consider clause 10(3)(a) Schedule 5 for a core infrastructure operator or clause 11(3)(b) for an other infrastructure operator in your answer.
	










8. Ability to satisfactorily carry out the responsibilities of a designating authority 

8.1 Describe how the operator intends to satisfactorily carry out all the responsibilities of a designating authority. 
It may be useful to begin with a summary of your understanding of what those responsibilities will be in the context of your project or operation. 
Please consider clause 10(3)(b)(i) Schedule 5 or clause 11(3)(c)(i) Schedule 5 in your answer.
	










8.2 In particular, describe how the applicant will satisfactorily carry out the financial responsibilities of a designating authority.
Please consider clause 10(3)(b)(i) Schedule 5 or clause 11(3)(c)(i) Schedule 5 in your answer.
	









9. Appropriate regard to the interests of those affected

9.1 Describe which individuals, organisations, and/or communities may be affected by the operation or project and how. What is the nature of those interests (eg, are they statutory or otherwise)?
Please consider clause 10(3)(b)(ii) Schedule 5 or clause 11(3)(c)(i) Schedule 5 in your answer.
	










9.2 Describe how the operator will give appropriate regard to those interests.
	










10. Appropriate regard to the interests of the built environment

10.1 Describe how the project or operation could have adverse effects on the built environment.
Please consider clause 10(3)(b)(ii) Schedule 5 or clause 11(3)(c)(ii) of Schedule 5 in your answer as well as the definition of “built environment” in section 3. Specify the nature and term of the anticipated adverse effects.
	










10.2 Describe how the operator will give appropriate regard to those interests.
	










11. Benefits, size and scale of the proposal [Other Infrastructure Operator applications only]

11.1 How will the project provide a significant public benefit?
Please consider clause 11(3)(a) Schedule 5 in your answer.
	










11.2 To what the extent would the project benefit the public generally versus a small section of the public?
Please consider clause 11(4)(a) Schedule 5 provisions in your answer.  
	












11.3 What would the economic benefits of the project be?
Please consider clause 11(4)(b) Schedule 5 provisions in your answer.
	









11.4 How would the size and scale of the project contribute to the significance of its public benefits?
Please consider clause 11(4)(c) Schedule 5 in your response.
	









12. Additional information
Please use the space below to provide any other information or explanation to support your application. Indicate how the additional information helps further demonstrates how your application meets the statutory considerations and purpose of Part 2 Schedule 5. 
	









13. Declaration and signature
I declare that the information provided in this application is accurate and complete:

[Electronic signature]
[Name]
[Position]
[DD/MM/YYYY]


14. Attachments
1. Please list all supporting evidence referenced in your assessment. Label the supporting evidence document with the corresponding attachment number of this list. 

1 of 3
image1.png
try for Cities, Environment,
Regions & Transport





